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The Inconsistency of Partiality
James 2:5-7

I.   The Brethren had Rejected Those Whom God Had Approved - 2:5-6a

“Listen my beloved brethren, Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? But you have disordered the poor man.”
“Listen, “Ἀκούσατε̥” My beloved brothers” (See Rev. 2-3) “If any man has an ear, let him hear…” Adds “beloved” to brethren. The brothers are believers and are loved.
A. Poor Christians are Chosen by God – 2:5a

A Rhetorical Question: Positive Answer – “God has chosen the poor of this world…”
The Jews knew about choosing - Israel was a chosen people. Not because they were a mighty nation. Jesus used the same concept in,
Luke 6:20
 “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”
Matthew 11:4-5

“Go and tell John the things which you hear and see; ‘The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them.”
1 Corinthians 1:26-29

“For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.”
“They are poor of the world” “τῷ  κόσμῳ”- “as far as the world is concerned.”

Note: He is NOT adding:
· Any merit to poverty.
· That their poverty was the cause of election.
· That all poor folks will be saved and all rich folks damned.
Notice that they were chosen:
1. Not for salvation – that is not his point.

2.  To be rich in faith

B.  Poor Christians are Rich in Faith – 2:5b

“God has chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith…”
The issue is not eternal salvation. Simple faith results in salvation. This refers to trusting God in daily life.

When he says that they are rich in faith, he is not saying that faith is their wealth. But they are rich in the realm of faith.

· In the realm of the world = Poor

· In the realm of faith = Rich
· In the world, gold is the coin of the realm
· With God, faith is the coin of the realm

I Peter 1:6-7

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,”
Hebrews 11:6

“Faith pleases God and without faith it is impossible to please Him.”
James 1:9-11
“Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.”
Faith brings rewards here and now. But it also brings reward then and there.

C. Poor Christians are Heirs of the Kingdom – 2:5c

“God has chosen the poor of this world to heirs of the Kingdom…” 
Heir = Co-Ruler with Christ in His Kingdom. He inherits the kingdom through obedience.
Psalms 2:8-9

“Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.”
Hebrews 1:8-9 (Quotes Psalms 45:6-7)

 “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore, God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”
So, the co-heirs of His kingdom must obey:

II Timothy 2:12

“If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us.”
Revelation 2:26-28

“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations. ’He shall rule them with a rod of iron;”
Being an heir/ruler in the coming Kingdom is conditioned on “to those who love Him which He had promised.” This promise is to those who “love God”, [though salvation is free]. Heirship requires the believer to love God which we express through obedience to Him.

John 14:21-22
 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”…, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”
Obedience is a product of living faith, Paul said 
Galatians 2:20

”I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
II. The Brethren had Approved those Who had Rejected God – 2:6b-7

“Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?”

A. The Rich Oppressed the Brethren”
These were probably unbelievers who were trying to make a fast buck or drackman.

Or they hated the Christian church because they would not play the Jewish game, sacrifices, money changing etc.

Or even believers whose salvation had not yet reached their offices and places of business. This happens today – Christian Yellow Pages

B. The Rich Dragged The Brethren into Court
In James’ day the rich and powerful were the Sadducees – the first persecutors of the church. They especially hated the resurrection (Acts 4:1-17; 5:17-18 and 26-40).

Paul and Silas were dragged to face the authorities in Acts 16:19 after casting out a demon from a possessed girl.

Jesus predicted that His disciples would be hauled into court (Matthew 10:17-18)
C. The Rich Blaspheme the Name Called Upon by the Brethren
Blasphemy was usually of deities. They blasphemed the name – Jesus
 “Called upon you”- literally - Probably at baptism – usually preformed in public.
In Acts they were baptized in the name of Jesus “You worship a convicted criminal”

Conclusion:

Note:

1. James was not calling for reverse discrimination. Don’t treat the rich bad to even things up.
2. He was not aiming at the rich, but the misuse of the money, power and position.

Moral of the Story: It is inconsistent to reject those whom God has approved. And to approve those who have rejected God.

